The Chapel Family Bible Reading Program – April 22 - 27
Doing Life Together – Doing Life Together
MONDAY:
KEY VERSE: Luke 23:24
OBSERVATION: Right up to his final hours on earth, Jesus preaches forgiveness. He teaches forgiveness in the
Lord's prayer: "Forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us" (Matthew 6:12). When
asked by Peter, how many times should we forgive someone, Jesus answers seventy times seven (Matthew
18:21-22)
TUESDAY:
KEY VERSE: Luke 23:43
OBSERVATION: Now it is not just the religious leaders or the soldiers that mock Jesus, but even one of the criminals, a downward progression of mockery. But the criminal on the right speaks up for Jesus, explaining the two
criminals are receiving their just due, whereas "this man has done nothing wrong." Then, turning to Jesus, he
asks, "Jesus, remember me when you come in your kingdom" (Luke 23:42). What wonderful faith this repentant
sinner has in Jesus - far more than the doubting Thomas, one of his own Apostles. Ignoring his own suffering,
Jesus responds with mercy in His second word, living out his own Beatitude, "Blessed are the merciful, for they
shall obtain mercy."
WEDNESDAY:
KEY VERSE: John 19:26-27
OBSERVATION: Jesus again rises above the occasion as he cares for the ones that love him. The good son that
He is, Jesus is concerned about looking after his mother. St. Joseph was noticeably absent. St. Joseph was not
present at family occasions like the Wedding Feast of Cana and had probably died before the public ministry of
Jesus, or else he would have been the one to take care of Mary following the Passion of Our Lord. In fact, this
passage indicates that Jesus was the only child of Mary, because if he did have natural brothers or sisters, they
would have provided for her. But Jesus looks to John to care for her.
THURSDAY:
KEY VERSE: Matthew 27:46, Mark 15:34
OBSERVATION: This was the only expression of Jesus in the Gospels of Matthew and Mark. Both Gospels
related that it was in the ninth hour, after 3 hours of darkness, that Jesus cried out this fourth word. The ninth
hour was three o'clock in Judea. After the fourth Word, Mark related with a horrible sense of finality, "And
Jesus uttered a loud cry, and breathed his last" (Mark 15:37).
FRIDAY:
KEY VERSE: John 19:38
OBSERVATION: The fifth word of Jesus is His only human expression of His physical suffering. Jesus is now in
shock. The wounds inflicted upon him in the scourging, the crowning with thorns, losing blood on the threehour walk through the city of Jerusalem on the Via Dolorosa to Golgotha, and the nailing upon the cross are
now taking their toll.
SATURDAY:
KEY VERSE: John 19:30, Luke 23:46
OBSERVATION: The innocent Lamb was slain for our sins, so that we might be forgiven. It is now a fait accomplit.
The sixth word is Jesus' recognition that his suffering is over and his task is completed. Jesus is obedient to the
Father and gives his love for mankind by redeeming us with His death on the Cross. The seventh word of Jesus
is from the Gospel of Luke, and is directed to the Father in heaven, just before He dies. Jesus recalls Psalm 31:5 "Into thy hands I commend my spirit; thou hast redeemed me, O Lord, faithful God."

