The Chapel Family Bible Reading Program – April 30-May 5
Doing Life Together – Threads of Thrive – Connection
MONDAY:
KEY VERSE: 1 John 4:20-21
OBSERVATION: We live in a world brimming with rude manners, selfishness and poor intentions. At some point, we've all
been let down, manipulated, bullied or criticized. And when we are backstabbed, heart-broken or betrayed, it’s empowering to hate the people who have hurt us. Often, our first reaction is to strike back or feel bitter. Maybe you’ve even wished
someone was dead. John, one of Jesus’s best friends, makes it clear that you can’t love God and hate God’s people. And
guess what? All people are God’s people. If we love God, we have to love others. So how do we love those we hate?
TUESDAY:
KEY VERSE: John 7:24
OBSERVATION: Jesus was often judged during His ministry by people who doubted He was the Messiah. In John 7, the
Jews claimed Jesus was demon possessed because He healed someone on the Sabbath, a day set aside for rest. Was Jesus
possessed by demons? No! But the Jews let appearances, not realities, determine their opinions of Jesus. We often judge
people based on what they’ve done or how they look instead of who they are. Before you judge on looks or actions,
remember that every person is created by God. When we put others in the context of being God’s loved creation, it’s a lot
more difficult to hate them.
WEDNESDAY:
KEY VERSE: Ephesians 4:32
OBSERVATION: We love that God has forgiven us, but for some reason, we find it hard to forgive others. But if our sin is
forgivable, others’ sin is forgivable! Unforgiveness is a burden that keeps us chained to our past and incapable of reaching
our future. When we forgive those we hate, it brings us freedom. Forgiving releases our hearts from carrying around
resentment and bitterness. And, it demonstrates to those who have hurt us the ultimate forgiveness Jesus made possible
when he died on the cross.
THURSDAY:
KEY VERSE: Matthew 5:43-45
OBSERVATION: It is impossible to hate someone you’re praying for! Pray for the person who has hurt you, broken your
heart or betrayed you, and you will find that as you ask God to move in his or her life your hate will slowly fade.
FRIDAY:
KEY VERSE: Ephesians 4:29
OBSERVATION: The best way to kill hatred is celebration. When we celebrate the blessings of others, our hatred will
eventually turn to love.
SATURDAY:
KEY VERSE: Philippians 4:8
OBSERVATION: This is so practical that even the secular world recommends it. But the scriptures prove it’s a biblical truth!
Choose to focus on your husband’s best qualities. Make lists of all the good stuff and actively think about them. Better
yet— kick it up a notch and tell him when he does them.

