The Chapel Family Bible Reading Program – December 4 - 9
Doing Life Together – Peace
MONDAY:
KEY VERSE: John 14:27
OBSERVATION: The peace Jesus is speaking of enables believers to remain calm in the most wildly fearful circumstances. It
enables them to hush a cry, still a riot, rejoice in pain and trial, and sing in the middle of suffering. This peace is never by
circumstances, but instead affects and even overrules them.
TUESDAY:
KEY VERSE: Romans 5:1
OBSERVATION: A sinful, vile, wicked person cannot come into the presence of a holy God. Something must make that
unholy person righteous before he can be at peace with God. And that's exactly what Christ did, dying for sin, imputing His
righteousness to sinners. So Paul says we are no longer enemies but are at peace because we are reconciled.
WEDNESDAY:
KEY VERSE: Philippians 4:7
OBSERVATION: The peace of God is not based on circumstances like the world's peace, so it doesn't always make sense to
the carnal mind; Paul says it is a peace that surpasses comprehension. It doesn't seem reasonable that such peace could
exist in the midst of the problems and troubles Christians go through. But this is divine, supernatural peace; it cannot be
figured out on a human level.
THURSDAY:
KEY VERSE: Philippians 4:9
OBSERVATION: Jesus Christ is also seen as the One who gives peace. Jesus said, "My peace I give to you." Notice He says
"My peace." Here is the key to the supernaturalness of this peace: it is His own personal peace. It is the same deep, rich
peace that stilled His heart in the midst of mockers, haters, murderers, traitors, and everything else He faced. He had a
calm about Him that was unnatural and nonhuman. In the midst of incomprehensible resistance and persecution, Jesus
was calm and unfaltering; He was a rock.
FRIDAY:
KEY VERSE: Jeremiah 6:14
OBSERVATION: Since 36 B.C. there have been nearly 15,000 wars. Before World War II the world had an average of 2.61
new wars every year. But since World War II despite all of mankind's "enlightenment," and organized efforts for world
peace, there have been an average of three new wars every year. The New York Times once observed that "peace is a
fable." Godless individuals can never know true peace. They might know only a momentary tranquility—a shallow feeling,
perhaps stimulated by positive circumstances mixed with a lot of ignorance. In fact, if unsaved people knew what destiny
awaited them without God, the illusion of peace borne out of ignorance would evaporate instantly.
SATURDAY:
KEY VERSE: Colossians 3:15
OBSERVATION: The word translated "rule" is the Greek word brabeuo, which means "to act as umpire." Paul is urging the
Colossians to so depend on the peace of Christ that it becomes an umpire in the decisions they have to make in life. The
peace of Christ is also an unending source of strength in the midst of difficulties. God's peace comes to those with the
personal discipline to stop in the midst of the maelstrom of life and take time to seek Him. It is a condition of peace that
we cease from life's activity and know Him.

